
Top 10 Objects in "Discover the Real George Washington: New Views from Mount Vernon" 

George Washington, Gilbert Stuart (Section 1)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

Washington at 19: Young Surveyor (Section 2) Washington at 45: Dauntless Warrior (Section 4) Washington at 57: President (Section 9)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

George Washington, c. 1798
Artist: Gilbert Stuart (American, 1755 - 1828) 
Manufactured: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States
Oil paint, canvas
Gift of Caroline H. Richardson, 1904; H-4/A-B 

Martha Washington commissioned Gilbert Stuart for portraits of herself and her husband in 1796. Although George Washington's jaw and 
mouth look stiff and uncomfortable due to a new set of ill-fitting dentures, Stuart was so satisfied with the resulting likeness that he kept the 
unfinished canvases to complete his many orders for replicas. He painted approximately 75 of George Washington, including this example. 
Despite repeated requests from Martha Washington and Tobias Lear for the originals, Stuart's portraits of our nation's first couple never 
made it to Mount Vernon. Today, his Athenaeum-type portrait is arguably the most recognized image of George Washington - a version of it 
appears on the U.S. one-dollar bill.

With a team of experts - forensic anthropologists, spatial modelers, curators, and artists - Mount Vernon embarked on a journey to discover what George Washington looked like at three 
stages of his life: as a young surveyor, as commander-in-chief, and as our first president.  The research resulted in three scientifically-based foam figures, which StudioEIS used to create the 
final wax figures of Washington.  Once complete the three figures were installed in the Donald W. Reynolds Education Center at Mount Vernon in 2006.  StudioEIS also created the figures 
in the traveling exhibition using the same information from the original project.
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Dentures (Section 8)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

 

An Analytick Treatise of Conick Sections (Section 2)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

Dentures, 1790-1799
Manufactured: United States
Lead (base); human teeth, cow teeth and elephant ivory (teeth); brass wires, steel springs
Purchase, 1949; W-1520 

George Washington experienced problems with his teeth throughout his adult life. Although he regularly used dental powders and a 
toothbrush similar to our own his tooth loss persisted. By time he took the oath of office as president at age 57, he was wearing full 
dentures. Washington's dentures represented the latest advancements in dental technology. Contrary to popular myth, his false teeth 
were not made of wood but of human and cow teeth as well as elephant and walrus ivory. They required frequent adjusting to function 
naturally and he repeatedly sent them to John Greenwood, his dentist in New York City, for repairs. For a person as conscious of his 
appearance as Washington, his dental dilemma caused him great discomfort.

An Analytick Treatise of Conick Sections, and Their Use for Resolving of Equations in Determinate and Indeterminate Problems, 
1723
Author: Guillaume François Antoine de l'Hospital (French, 1661 - 1704) 
Translator: Edmund Stone (English, died 1768) 
Publisher: J. Senex, W. Taylor, W. & J. Innys, & J. Osborn (English) 
Published: London, England
Leather, paper board, laid paper, ink
Purchase, 1998; ML-6332-W 

This mathematical treatise is the earliest known book signed by George Washington. At the time he autographed and dated it, 
Washington was 18 and in the midst of a three-year career working as a surveyor on the frontier lands of Culpeper County, Virginia. 
Early examples of Washington's signature, distinguished by the intricately entwined initials "GW," are extremely rare. Others appear 
on his surveys and school copy books.

1/7/2010



Top 10 Objects in "Discover the Real George Washington: New Views from Mount Vernon" 

George Washington, Rembrandt Peale (Section 10)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

Dove Brooch (Section 7)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

George Washington, 1855-1860
Artist: Rembrandt Peale (American, 1778 - 1860) 
Manufactured: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States
Oil paint, canvas
Bequest of Luisita L. Cofer, 1956; H-2062 

"But when it is known and recollected that his Aspect was as Noble as his Conduct, and that his countenance corresponded with his 
character, it is impossible to suppress a patriotic and natural desire to behold an impressive Image of his Countenance." - Rembrandt 
Peale, Washington (1826) Rembrandt Peale first painted George Washington in 1795 when he was only 17 years old. Almost 30 years 
later, the artist reworked his life portrait into what he called his "Standard National Likeness," or George Washington, Patriae Pater, 
which depicted Washington in a stonework oval or "porthole." Peale vigorously promoted this image over the next three decades, 
executing at least 75 replicas and several prints of it. By popularizing his "perfect representation" of Washington to icon status, Peale - 
an advocate of physiognomy or the idea that external appearances revealed one's true character - believed succeeding generations of 
Americans would be enlightened by and elevated to Washington's great nobleness.

Pin, c. 1789
Possibly made: United States
Possibly made: England
Pearls, mother-of-pearl, silver
Given in memory of Lucy Ware Lewis McCormick, 1945; W-1444/A 

While her husband was president, Martha Washington understood her role as a national figure and the meaning conveyed by her personal 
appearance. This seed pearl pin was likely one of the "pearl pins and earrings for Mrs. Washington" purchased from New York jeweler Mr. 
M. Roberts on December 5, 1789. Seed pearl jewelry achieved great popularity in federal America. Mrs. Washington's choice of the dove-
shaped pin may have been a declaration of her hope for the future peace and prosperity of the new nation.
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Cannon (Section 4)
Courtesy of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum

Circumferentor (surveyor’s compass) (Section 2)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

Presidential Dining (Section 9)
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association

Each week, the president and first lady entertained the public at various events. Gentlemen met the president at Tuesday afternoon 
receptions. On Fridays, Mrs. Washington gave evening receptions for ladies and gentlemen. Members of Congress were invited in 
turns to dinners at four o’clock on Thursday afternoons. 

Dinner guests received engraved invitations from the president and Mrs. Washington. Martha Washington was often the only woman at 
these meals, which were served by four or five male servants in livery. The presidential table was set with a mixture of French and 
English porcelains, silverplate, and glassware.

The table set for the traveling exhibition includes: Sèvres porcelain plates, owned and used by the Washingtons (French, 1780–1788); 
Wash-hand glasses (finger bowls), owned and used by the Washingtons (Unknown maker, 1780–1790); and Silver candlesticks, owned 
and used by the Washingtons (John Winter and Co., Sheffield, England, 1774–1775)

Fort Ticonderoga cannon
Unknown maker, 1720s, reproduction carriage
Courtesy of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum

In April 1775, Massachusetts Minutemen clashed with British soldiers at Lexington and Concord. The next month, 
Americans captured Fort Ticonderoga in New York and eventually took its cannons to Boston. Washington fortified 
the heights above the city, which the British controlled. On March 17, 1776, the British fled, ending the siege.

Circumferentor (brass surveyor’s compass) owned by George Washington
Unknown maker, probably English, mid-18th century
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, Gift of Judge Charles B. Ball, 1876; W-579/A-B

George Washington's first career as a surveyor was brief but successful, endowing him with an intimate knowledge of the 
backcountry and its inhabitants, a small fortune in land, and a reputation for courage and integrity. After establishing himself as a 
gentleman farmer at Mount Vernon, he continued to employ his skills as a surveyor to lay out fields and verify disputed boundary 
lines. One of the most important tools of the trade was a surveyor's compass. When mounted on a staff, the compass enabled the 
user to establish a line from a known reference point to the point of interest and determine its bearing.
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1799 Mansion and Estate Model (Section 11)
Courtesy of Midwest Studios

Mount Vernon 1799: Mount Vernon covered some 8,000 acres in the 18th century. Today, 424 acres of the estate, with 20 structures and 50 
acres of gardens, have been preserved or reconstructed just as they existed in 1799. George Washington called this part of his property the 
Mansion House Farm, though he grew no field crops here. He envisioned his home as a countryseat for an American gentleman. Its design 
was entirely his—an American setting inspired by English styles of classical architecture and naturalistic landscaping.

Washington’s plan, which was finished about 1789, created a majestic setting for the Mansion. The closest grounds resembled a park, with 
groves of trees, walled gardens, and broad lawns leading either to open pastures or a border of deep woods. Looking east or west, visitors 
enjoyed striking vistas. To the north and south, he placed service buildings along neat lanes, screening them with what he called his “clever 
trees.” His scheme separated work and leisure areas, yet kept both close to the Mansion.

Using plans of the Mansion and Estate, as well as many years of archeological and horticultural research, Midwest Studios expertly 
crafted a scale model (1 inch equals 12.5 feet) of the Mansion and part of the Estate as it would have appeared in 1799, the year of 
Washington's death.

1/7/2010


